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NATHAN ſaid wnto Davio, Thou art 


' CLERGYMAN, - as St. Paul obſerves, oughe & 
. not 10 be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cbriſi— It is 
the province of every man, who has/the honor 
\ Chriſt's Goſpel, to endeavour to mend the 
human heart, to ſpeak home truths, and not, like para- 


o 


| ktical ti ſervers, to ſpeak ſmooth things. It is their 
rovince to rebuke vice immorality, and to prefer, 
every occaſion, a Co! dientious faithful diſcharge of 


„ . 


o 
N 
* 
* 


the greateſt ndee 
vices ſhould be fo predominant in the world---Stranger 
is it that men, who profeſs the pureſt religion, ſhould, 


6.1 


1 
their duty to pleaſing the Mm But, alas! my Chriſtian 


brethren,” ve become- e 
we /þeak the truth / 
When we ſee high birth licking the duſt, and grandeur 
mixed with littleneſs, we abſolutely betray our ſacred 
truſt, nay, we become little ourſelves, if we do not em- 
brace every opportunity of rebuking vice, and folly 
And Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou art the mani 
crc is any truth in the Men religion, if there 
is any Neon in the dictgteFot common 1c, Seductich, 
and its ſiſte ice, Aduſtery, are, and ever will Mui 
ety. Strange therefore is it that theſe 


If, like poor Bt. Paul, decauſe 


in the place of being guided by the ſober dictates of 
reaſon, and conſcience, attend to the clamoyrs of unruly. 
ſenſe, and ungoverned appetite. „ 

This vice, Adultery, is abſolutely zn outrage to Bu- 
manity, to good manners, tet dh. © ſports with the 
dignity of human 8 otary is held in deſerved 
geteſtation by all ſerious, and well- diſpoſed people — 

otary coolly ſpurns at morality, deviates from the dig- 
nity of his nature, and reſiſts the ſacred voice of Reaſon, 


whoſe precepts the Allwiſe Creator of Mankind has deeply 


implanted in our minds. Give him but an opportunity, 
he has no idea of rirtue —honorpand integrity fly away⸗ 


like chaff before the wind. LE 


And here permit, me to obſerve, that the ed 
the ſtation of lifeein which the Adulterer is placed, the 
greater is the inſuryj which he does to ſociety. People 


in an inferior walk of life are fond of imitation, and 


falſely imagine, through a want of education and reflec- 
. | E tion, 


E 

tion, that what their ſuperiors do, muſt neceſſarily be 
right. and proper, at leaſt that it is/ſcarcely wrong. 
"Other vices bave ſome excuſe—for inſtan 
heat of paſſion upon repeated provocations ; or that of 
exclaiming thoſe —_ have uſed us ill ; which 
yet a man, in the coo We hours of reflection, a time 
when reaſon takes — would bluſh at whereas, 71 
horrid vice, as ungenerous to the offended party yas it is 
heinous in the ſight of God, is attended with th ſoo} bane- 
ful conſequences that no man of any tolerable principle 
would ever be ohilty of it. Want of principle is want of 
common honeſtly, and want of common — 4 is a glaring 
proof of a total diſregard. or inattention to our duty en- 
forced in the Goſpel. ) | 

How deeply affected muſt be the injured huſband, who 
has, if he is confined to the moſt laborious ſcenes of life, 
endeavoured by the ſweat of his brows to maintain his 
wife) and children, who has early initiated the pledges 
of his love in the principles of Chriſtianity, who has pro- 
miſed himſelf a perpetual ſcene of joy and happineſs in 
the agreeable.proſpe& of his childrens' proving bleſſings 
to him, to make this /orrowfiul, this painful reflection, 


ce, that of 


) 


% That probably ſome of them are ſuppoſititious, the 


ſpurious offspring of his bed defiled |” It is abſolutely 

| ſufficient to break aſunder the ſtrings, which hold the 
heart---ay, the very heart itſelf ! It is fufficient to bring 
. down the grey hairs of the diſconſolate huſband with ſorrow 
to the grave. To hear that one of the foſter ſex, who 
was once dearer to him than the apple of the eye, who 
was apparently poſſeſſed of every amiable quality to make 
him happy, has violated the nuptial bed, muff be a moſt 
aggravating circumſtance 1 Sorry am 1 to make the 
melancholy 


[21 


melancholy reflection, that this vice is at preſent, as it were, 
become epidemical--J; rages, to ule,the 4 6 pſalmiſt's 
remark, lile the peſtilence at noom-day- Almoſt every news- 
paper ſurniſſies us with repeated inſtahces of this horrid 
crime, and domeſtic occurrences furniſh us with the ſame. 
Surely the air is become infectious, and the infection daily 
increaſes. Crimes, the commiſſion of which do not 
affect a third perſon, but center in the perſon who com- 
mits them, will be pardoned by the compaſſionate Author 
of our Exiſtence, upon the reaſonable condition of a ſincere 
repentance That divine attribute, his mercy, which, ſays 
holy David, ig over all bis works, will incline a gracious 
| _ Deity to pardon vices of a leſs atrocious nature; whereas, 
this horrid vice, committed merely to indulge a paſſion ) 
which we enjoy in common with the beaſts of the field, 
and is attended with /o many aggravating circumſtances. 
that no man of common honeſty (even laying aſide 8 
ſiderations of a religious nature l) would perpetrate it, is 
almoſt unpardonable. Par be it from me to ſet any limits 
to the mercy of an All-merciful Creator; I know my duty. 
better; but this I will ſay, and aſſert as @ truth, that 
this vice is of ſo black a dye, that it almoſt requires an 
immenſity of mercy to pardon it. We may read that, 
among the Jews, this ſin was puniſhed with death. 
Conſider, I conjure you, that the moſt mean artifices 
are too frequently made uſe of in Seduction, and that, 

- whillt the unſuſpecting huſband is receiving his ſuppoſed 
friend under his hoſpitable roof, entertaining him in the 
beſt manner, which his fortune will admit of, thanking 
him in the warmeſt terms for his profeſſions of friendſhip, 

the rank debauchee is contriving means to do him an 
irreparable injury, is laying the deepeſt plot to deprive 


LY 


him - 


| TSF 7 
bim of his peace tic for ever.---Is not this the very 


quiateſſence of iþ of ba Ae of weren of, 
in ſhort, every which is irreligions and immoral ] 


It is abſolutely every thing which is bad, | baſe, —_ 
Bleu," ilkreocible: diſhoneſt. 
To be deceived (cruelly: . in imagining a 
| road who was once dearer to us than gold, or the very 
ſyhich hold the heart, to be our friend, who thus 
= ee himſelf to be our greateſt enemy, what is it? 1 
ally want words to expreſs myſelf. 
: Fefe the miſchievous effe which neil "ROY ſet- 
ting a bad exam „ prevails in this age of vice) 
| Foy: immorality precept, how heinous does 
this vice appear in the ſight of God, a God of purity / 
in the fight of that perfect Being, who is purer eyes 
chan to behold iniquityl 
_ - 'In regard to diſcountenancing this ho#id (forry am I 
to add l) faſhionable vice, the beſt argument, next to thoſe 
with which religion farniſhes us, which can poſſibly be ) 
advanced, is that which ought to be written in golden 
rs, *© Let us do unto others as we would have them do 
umto us. This moſt excellent maxim has the ſanctions of 
reaſon and common ſenſe for its baſis---the beſt ſanctions. 
in the world. The man who knows the will of the Al- 
mighty, and the nature of the ten commandments, a duty 
indiſpenſably incumbent upon us] muſt be conſcious that 
- he ds God whenſoever he is guilty of a breach of 
either of _ The yg forbids this vite, and fixes a 
reſtraint upon luſt, and ſenſuality. By this vice we abuſe 
ſeveral of the Wed attributes e e abuſe the 
majeſty of God, as it is in his power to ſnatch us away 
_ a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and inflict an 
B 


eternal. 


* 10 J 


+ 


ſerved-=Iv 


ve Ire CEFlians, and d promiſes ꝙ of everlaſtin da: 
pineſs are made to us in the Golpel upon tharealonable 
1 og M a {ſincere repentance, Pray the ſake of our 
immortal ſouls, let our converſation be! righteous, d _ 
tuous. Allyrbi is required at our hands as a tut 
an infinity of mercics beſtowed upon us, is that we ol 
ao juſtly, love mercy,:- qua-walk humbly with God. 
Me ought therefore. in point of gratitude (if we have 
any ingenuous ſentiments in our breaſts ) as well as duty, 
to walk in the paths of religion hand virtue, and, ſays tlie 
Apoſtle, by patient continuamce in v eines! 7] «fee N. 


glory, honor, ag Cane | 
2. 2 Vs, M hen paſſſon, begins to take the lead, let us not — 4 
light of 10 dut calmly reflect upon the fatal extrava- 
ne which a e of it, will hurry us into 
let us 5 prayet, and ſupplication 
endue us with /ſuch uprightneſs of heart, that We may 
avoid every eben e may occaſion our com- 


of better things than are to be pc with in this vale of 

tears and miſery. 

To a man of ingenuous ſentiments, che ing 

queſtion, one would think, would be a ſufficient reſtraint 
How can I commit this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
. God? Want of reflection, my Chriſtian brethren, is an 
inlet to numberleſs abe es. and follies but, believe 

me, I ſpeak a ſerious truth, pry we act contrary to 
the fu _—_— of our con ſcience ; whillt, captivated with 


Apts 


as I e e E greet purer eyes when 70 behold i iniquity; 


treat the Almighty to 


mitting this ſin to peſſeſs our Conte with a lively ſenſe 


Ll 


2 


the 


1 1 '} 
the charms of beauty, ve can be ſo baſe a to Emmi an 
action in private which we ſhould bluſh to hear of in 
1 we can eee r M at peace either with God jor our- | 
elves.——Alas! we may play a falſe game with man, hut 
we cannot deceive that omiſcient Being who knows every "1,0" 
avenue of the heart, who is about our bed, and ſpietb ut . 1 


all our ways actions ſpeak. the man; a re gard for | | 
character, which: % ſome men is dearer than' li 55 itſelf, Za; Ora 


would, one would things: be. ſufficient to reſtrain us from ff 455 el , 


4 


It is not, believe me, Hott in the mel Fe gra- COU 
tifications, and intoxicating ourſelves with the drink of 
_ pleaſure; it is not running from viſit to viſit lere the 
grand, the important cauſe of religion has little ſnare in 5 | 
our converſation, but on the contrary Ware too apt to 
ſow the prolifie { of "defamation ; fag inſtance, he = 
a good kind of man. L- cruel mee. ſyllable !---it is not 
wiiling away our time in nonſenſę nd diſſipation ; which EX 
conſtitute real happineſs-—no-- is religion n and virtue es, 
alone which can make us tolerably eaſy- is religio 
and virtue, (the latter of which confiſts in doing all th wa 
| in our Aae and preventing harm, which can 
y charm away the troubles of human Te. © In the {8 
cooller hours of refleftions when reafor-bears "ſway, a 2 Ca. 
recollection of a life well ſpent in the diſcharge of ever YT 
religious yand moral does; having — by fore 2 Y 
ſeaſonablè relief the falling tearyand riſing ſigh of the 
diſconſolate widow, who often 2 not like Rachael, 
becauſe her children are not, but becauſe they are alive, 
expoled to ques. and want, to all the hardſhips of an 
hard-hearted world, can alone adminiſter peacey and 


comfort to us,” = | 
n B 13 =: 


„3 „ 

I g : To conclude, let us look upon this fin in its pro per 
3 light; and the happy conſequence will by. that we ſhall 
= hold it in the greateſt deteſtati abhorrence let 
ut conſider that life is a ſerious cern, and that it is 
highly imprudent in us to trifle. with it---let us take the 
apoſtle 8 e advice, Preſs SS ah to the mark of 
che prize of the high calling in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord—- 
let us by our good we. ce. e the vicious, and 


recall tliem into the paths of N: of virtue, of er 


W * 3 
WU of Sire 3 the important intereſts o pietyyan : 
„ N tue be our-c * 
thoughts, words and actions, by its excellent precepts, 
and avoid whatſoever is contrary to them let us by our 
good examples encourage the practice of religion,and vir- 
tue, and ſtop the torrent of vicey and immorality---let. 
the Hlergy, the Tymbaſſadors of Chriſi conſider what an 
---- Important charge they are engaged in in#-le; theni not ſpeak 
„ Smooth things to their dience, nor propheſy deceits, but 
+ inſtru them in thèſ duties of Chriſtianity, that all 
| N $40 hear the may be ready, Ja ays the Apoſtle, to give to 
ff every one an 3 of the reaſon of the hope that is in them 
1) a0 e- them cry aloud, and ſpare not to fhew men their 
- Pranſgreſſions. If we caſt an eye into the world; how 
Pleaſure ſwallow up 
the day, and mad revellings wing away the hours of the 
night —we daily ſpurn at the goodneſs of the Almighty, 
\__+ and affront him to his face—vice i is dreſſed fo gaily, that 
5 woe can ſcarcely diſtinguiſh it from virtue. There is no 
difference, ſays a ſenſible writer, between the vices of 
ER the great, the right honorable ones ( (I ſpeak ironically), 
$ and their inferiors, except it be that the former affront 
their aker more — 7 ew leer and Lon 


"Og des, 


— 


This 


I 


A rerched is thy p 


| 1 Wen via. a 
gaming, even on that — =) which ought to be ſet 
Prot, kae the more" immediate ſervice of God, and in- 


through . neglect 


of his oun mouth I he 


the barſh behaviour of g rich ma 


man's lamb, which he had bought, and nouriſhed ut 
: which prew uß together with hing and his childr; 


dt the very time upon him 275 


1 13 Xx 
rades, than the latter.” —-Poor Britain | hem. truly 


ation 1 when and 


affeftructing our families in their duty, — 
22 — the _ of our ſuperiors. Let there- 

fore the 5 —— how many ſouls may periſh 
Let them not wink at theſe enor- 
mous - vices, bow conſcientiouſly exert themſelves, and 
endeavour to avert thoſe heavy — which, before 
we may be aware of them] may fall upon us--thus may 
rue. religion and uſeful er -Alouriſhy and increaſe ; 
anarchy, co "298 and every evil work be baniſhed our 
land. This, if any thing, through God's grace, may 
produce a reformation of life and manners 
There cannot, believe me, be any peace amongſt the | 


- contending parties, till we are at peace amongſt ourſelves , ) 


nor can they hope to be reconciled to each other before 
they are reconciled to their Creator. To return Let us 

never indulge a criminal idea Let us not deceive our- 

ſelves, like the royal Pſalmiſt, who convicted himſelf out 
than had complained to him of 
% [pared to take 0 
his own flock, and of, his own herd, to dreſs for the way- 


faring many that was come unto him, but took the Boos 


bis own — and 
was /Palleg 
the 


id ear 0 
was unto him as a daughter, 


His own meat, and drank 
David s [enten 


7s the Fond liveth, 


ball ſurely die aus 


— bath De this thing 


— — * i — * * 


Trall 


bye 


[ 14 ] 
Pall ore the lamb, 


xcellent is ahh 


David' sis no uncommon” Se 3H ſays bay 4 
g this bad 3 br. 


one or Other Perpetually 7 
ting in judgment upon himſelf, hearing his rom 

and not knowing what het is doing; haſty 

ſentence, and even executing it too with wrath upon bn the 
perſon of another, when, in the language of the due p 


one might ſay to him with juſtice, Thos. art the man!! 


As there is not (I ſpeak a ſerious; tru 
worthy the thought of a ſenſible man, a. conſcientious 


diſcharge of our duty to God and our brethren, and 
providing for our families excepted, let us detach our- 


ſelves from this vain, miſerable, futile world, and place N 


our thoughts and deſires upon thoſe objects which are 
alone blo! ee 


of affording us a rational ent 

A conſciouſneſs of this alone will furniſn us with a 

ing ſerenity of mind---In ſhort, my Chriſtian brethren, 
whilſt the vain, and the gay while away their time in a 
warm purſuit o& amuſement ; whilſt, as I have already 
obſerved, pleaſure ſwallows up_the day, and mad revel- 


_— © ðͤ „% 


lings wing away the hours of the night, let us act a diſ- 


ferent part let us ſcorn the i imputgion of ſacrificing to 


Venus, the goddeſs of diſſipatio let us baniſh every. 
impure thought, and never indulge a criminal deſire 
2 the moſt worthlels « xcepted, can ever be- advocates 
. 9 female liceatiouſndſ = conjugal infidelit 7). 


3 


manner of behaviour to the foſter ſex innocent mirth is 


f 1 þ i . Far be it from me td recommend a reſerved, prodiſh 


ae: C3 at the ſame time, * you are e - 
iſe 


LS 2 


our — — be 22 22 and . 


1) any thing 


N N. 
N.. {NJ IE 


89 4 
. 


| : 


tas 


wiſe---in ſhort, be diſcretely An and innocently 
ay. 1 
, Steady in the grand, the important cauſe of religion 
and virtue, let us all by our good examples promote thei 
intereſts, and, whilſt numbers of the gayer part of man- 
kind ſeem to be running out of their wits, let us retain 
ours---no longer ramble from viſit to Viſit, from one 
ſcene of diſſipation to another, from nonſenſe to non- 
ſenſe, from vanity to vanity,---This is not ſatire, or de- 
clamation---no---1t is matter of fact, and, if we throw an 


eye into the world, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of the 


truth of it. | | * 

Loet us abhor vice, and immorality, conform our lives 
and converſations tothe precepts of the Goſpel, which are 
alone able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, the beſt wiſdom in 


the world; and the onſequence will be, that we 


ſhall be eaſy here, and appy (inexpreſſibly happy l] in the 
Heaven of Heavens---Which that we rhay all be, when 
we are departed this painful, this miſerable life, may 
God, the God of mercy, grant to us all for the ſake of 


his Son ſeſus Chriſt, our Lord; to whom be aſcribed, 


as is moſt due, by us, and by all men, all honor, power, 
might, majeſty, and dominion, now, henceforth, and to 


all eternal ages. | 
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